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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
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Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni De Zoysa
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Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Hon. S. Vino

Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam

Hon. P. Ariyanethran

Hon. Mohan Lal Grero

Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Hon. Harin Fernando

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudharshini Fernandopulle
Hon. Shantha Bandara

Hon. Udith Lokubandara
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Hon. Reginold Cooray

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka
Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara
Hon. Earl Gunasekara

Hon. Indika Bandaranayake
Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. R. Yogarajan

Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy

Hon. Sanath Jayasuriya

Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana

Hon. Ajith P. Perera

Hon. Ruwan Ranatunga

Hon. Eran Wickramaratne

Hon. E. Saravanapavan
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)

OO ®ONLDROB, "OB Dobmd Yemw wE wynwe" B
®® ewldszn ®SS.

ganaw S@wz 8, s 3®@m Ses.
flearir AHSHLILIL (B sTHmISCIETeTeTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

2800 Geevas e @l Bewlw o G&.
Ylsems YFAL_ L1 & F1' 1 eweruill i1 gy.

Ordered that the Report be printed.

G8 eCa518w 88w 1Yd®
FTUU&SSUIUL L LSS TBIG6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

(1) 2011 28w eewe @wewg cwe gdwows Buunsd ©o
208eeC D882 D28100 o Be®; ww

(i) 2012 D&ww esewn o o HRwOD) ¢Red D1
DEONMIH o ¢dWeen 0¢dned@sined mbe s
D08100.- [290@imsn® 650 PR @D W GOdH HOYH
@@es ©07 .8, SO Dwmn eDMDD ©o BOE BB ¢
B0 ®wmo]

3600060 On HJa gl HBewlw o> &
FUTLTL_ G860 B)hdbsds 1 1_ewemuili_riri’ 1 gy.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@0 BOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blwsv Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO0 ®ONEROB, cwE  gdwss e@imun®
e0REDsT O8 sy¥m wcHsy Dolm 988us WSS.

1 le121e) e3¢ BwdEDBIY0

i) 2010 & & &
Bd08emEed me@rwden B@DwT ¢l
GBS D88 Dom0D; e

(i) 2010 e 2011 Oz wewo  WCHS
BdOBEed o  u@d el
BEn5Yed D882 Dolimo.

o0 Dobmn cw gxsn WOYn B¢ cuednm
0 800 08 WE G BB OO ewdymo .

g S@wz 8, s ®@m Ses.
flearir ABSHLILIL(B) sTHmISCIETeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 BOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blwsv Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

O WOINBHROB, 88wd W POEIHBw RSB
3@ @ edneds’ ©® 2010 Ddsw wewr HBm Ot
% BO8 T ¢Rm3ed Dl8m D180 983us WO®.

©®® Dfmd ©8wd ¥ YOEEHBe DB »OYD
88d¢c cuedam mOm ©mdd ewd »nE @gn 8 0
ewdszn DSS.

gz EBeszn &, e e3@® S,
aflsorir BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

DIBNBDS

(FUTBTWST By6uTHer)

(Mr. Speaker)

Bewd, 70 EEed®sIned vgiB will Ddw wews
©@0¢ O30 BEDE 0 ©30D 0¢1B DabmD B8 mcm
300D ©wIsA ©O 8D QenewmS Bwnn 58xY BEnIDe.

@0g D1508300 BEAE 0% 650D
D800
S rFrhisl GurmiiywpupFsst upplu

Gupallest 9 Mlbenss
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES

o0 8D g@moewnd Pvm (Dmd wdus 8¢

&@am9®0)

(orenryfl@ 19w}, GTCFST - 63IH UATBISET H[EPLOFFIT)

(The Hon. DEW Gunasekara - Minister of Human

Resources)

O DOIBNBDROB, @0 D000 BERDEC m00m ©®red
@05y Dolmd 98w BIVO DD o 2 BEIcD
QIO &FnBOTD @O0,

as »BYO YBHIO 910 wod®» meg 2010 ¥E 08B
28, vg§ dwo, 958 2010-2011 moe «8dedecw negl
BOEamBO @ WOT @ 005 BB 83:a00 2298,
@®00, 9m® 2012-2013 moe =80edcw ned g »SJD
Goess wm 244 BO8OHWO @ ®E. 953 Grwms 327
8EAcO ans; Da8m0w @ 853 2012 dFendald 250
e®® ©d ®¥DD 928y WIT @D g 928s Wmom
G D80 988 awnm 212 8E2cDA.

BT DOBNIDROB, DsDEemed eBvined sgd
OO0 8Bedxrin adWee »EJOWO O0m 1y Bwg
pens dSamed e BIOO v DO olenmx C
eNOS Be@nenss. 96 RINS1ed HEBHBOW wden 8¢
BBOO IO o> g PP i wnY eOD.

8€HedT® 0®® mbww 97 OO B wwiw 53 &y
»OYOE ®wsBOcET O od ¥BCE ydlswenim, ©c
curIn ecBedrmy wyw o WO Sbyde «wm OB
OB ed f Dd® @ 9O v WIHO.
0e05T® »BYed BLE® @@ 8m ONEROTEO &0
BHeWdOw CA 2O wy Bwimd ecw wHwd 88 o ®eod
©0adDw B3mr®m 00,

O DOENEDROB, @O BME PWBBB 8-D1O%
B08ame BT, w8 wOwsd BIO, w8 Sgy BB
900x® 8g 320 D:8m00w wmed BEO Om0® ©wg 9o
00e mbwewn ©0e08. @ 158 ne & @p® O



607 208Be®x5Ind 608

[0c 85 geneLdmsc @vmn]

28Be@5Ind did 05%05 EMOEE 8 did 0085y ceod 80O
a edd O ennw ghedm Bwc®@n et e®® BHOERNOE
ewgen »OY DO O wbs VEWREBO ®
eRewdsI® FnBOsTn eDmDr. e®® Wbwedd gu »SYDO
BIED eI ¢y B0 €SB B, Bewdss
B0emBBBOGE e O ecdned®sined e
OHBAEBOD, O WIS Bowdsmw ®oBsY 586w
@®g OuDw ©¢dned®sined Yy KHBm s Ow
©¢08n005Ined BEBSIO ¢ god dnBe 88 ednd.

©® D&md T ged ewws GBS, BiFvew wo
Bbedn owmg Drews’ OO BEdHD as 98sx @md
Beadmrydn. & 8Eacd Sefndd@m moien 980w BB ®
3DEeD & gcwed HOBIEsT DY §s DD HOHD, @®
D800 Bwmed gDBBO ©wl D) e & Bwo. Da&md
8EAcH BDocw e O1Fedm ¢dEede miay SEn i@
928w BEOO @ DRemECIER DBYD. ©I OIEROBIEO
sy O 888 gu 0000 Dlmd EBY o Dodwds
PDIBDDOC G CAB), G D8 WS eem B, G af O
#B, e CID, CHO® e CID, ¢ af O #B, e
CIADY BB 0B CID PWHD OO o & @B Drewsy
DEBmCemws S BedmHd.

O ®ONEmROA, 2009 ww 2010 d&s wcwr e® Om
enw D88 D8m 988un WS B PwwH® WEHH evn I
Bedmd BN 00n ge 9edsr S Bedmds. 2009 dsed
008 pwen»dEs Bwwd 81 HOB E8m Dobmn 923us
DO Bedxtery. & nadsfde 2010 D&swd Bwewd 70z,
2011 B¥wwo 8Bwwod 258, @y 8z euvd OFBOEO
008D N Ged BOWJ punm Dy 10 o 05 emz’
Do88m D8 988u mIE BPeed mw. ¢’ & BTG
D ®RYEWD DT Bedm DO Dbmn WOBIHO
Q.

OeRBI® oY @RI OB EBNIED ¥ DodwtS EBNOD
G0t PwHDY DWE 90100 Bedmd. D Bw®m,
60805, g8, aeBn, vledves punm, OGOE,
omBus] e, glm8 Danews’ B8R § s PEHHE.
gDed »0w 005 005 Dacws’ eumid) Bedm .
BoenmmBeBOSw  O8BY an® e  Bwd®
2enJoem A0S, B0 enmOE Beaad® yhweds m»on
PO Dol BB gesO B¢ 8 Beamda.

O DOIBNIDROB, B ¢B¥vN 888 0®® Ko w®Id
Be BoImncd® COPE D8mde guindon ey 8Eacd
838500 S NEO o ydme On 6O Beadmd. &
BEAc DoBR® sg D00 g OO 800 0BT Hwo BEOO
oy Bw D0 BRE a4 WOYD WEH. & O8sY ¥ 0On 28wy
DO C1@ €Y Dlmd eBvined seHOSO e a@imns
PHVCWO ©wd WOT C@D. J axnd ged Bbedw
Bwost®m HBO0 Boeww mOm i@, ©®O e@imsdoBIO &
8Ecd glvenw BHBe® DORO ¢ 8D0H C1gdo.

$HBLDO DOLENDD 8x)D Sed yis Ba® BEPe8sT
O5esy @@ims® eEDmODOET ¢. ¥YsT DudEicewm ww
Bwme BOITBWowme WO YO8, s Py 0w
»BY Dlmn BERICO o@BsT ww 8w ocw wimddh meH.
e emed® Y sgrd ©00e® BuE eX¥sdd BESsT
€0 B8OOI bnews’ Y1 wEHe BEICD ¢mdny

BBO B¢ meo. 0B s Hednw S8xY 8g me uwmO®
a5 9vEr) 20w MOMD. 0 ® ¥OY vn®® COPE 008500
88O mnB vg Jew. AsTed 60805050 Seddnm
ey D@0 Pur e AEH Bedmdr. w@dn ks eudwe
DE® YE1 EmB B Y1 dmw BEICD adoaddwn, ¢d
BDBOR @B BELO 0@ B Hewo.

a¢, “COPE” Bum 00m@ Boncid® mc 390 @n 005
0wc®n D00 80 Bedmdh. 0® Buwg Bwdo cues eedwd
@® ACEBOW OCE B Beanm D BO ¢nB.

PHDOCO o sdw BOBO ¢ g Pwod» Wmeo.
aCcE ovd cuon eDIcrn BOERL EBBLT KD eDm &
»8YD 85T ew ®OT) 1y BI®wE BOITVewWsy B O
D8 Y @0 @d Bedmdl. w8 ©ww WO
5@ 05000 Buw 18wE 1327 10 gendd »on @
Beadndr. 988 3 e@mdenwd 0w »J Bednds. @53
DO ®Oe BB 0w BBO wewr mOESO ©1@3sY
Beams »or CIDO.

PSS WOT Gy ®EOO® WmIm ¢ IBE onE
0®5TVewsy Dv® ©liFsvmen BIOO gs OYD
B €rmBBBR® 00D DEW® SO ¢t OO D8
DONEDHRE 00n 9E8un WS Beadmd. eeww § vy OO
D800 RIROBIEO CredmD B,

O mOIBNEDROA, g »EJD 2010 ¥B 08B ¢ &
200w BBe0sT gy Ong Des BB BE ¢DwsT Dobm e
8% gnd Dm0 98Bwxs e Bedmr. Fred B w
YBROE Coess PWHD ¢y eusidm D8mdEs ¢m on
BB, Bw@E 005 Dadnds wnD) ) CAD J DO w@sw
DE OB 08 B BedmrDr. dw 8DBD BDEOewsy
@008, 0B W OE5T ICE Coess Do wwemm 722
o857 2011 dDwedld gfm danewsy ©& CiE DEBD
o200 1628 208, 288y 200® @f) CA B %D
148. o O8swn ne D YO acwewsy Bwwd 98 ®
Ded @ Dtes’ menm 4m08. JD, o S¢EIC
OHDE®, Cmn IBY onE BBOD e8d, "dwobEozmn"
wn "@8x dwld" punmB. e®ed gy PR edng
200 eR0ewdd; O8WE. 988 SOSemOEE gn O@ Wi &
2DDmB 0w MOBTesY 2w CID PBHD BOITIVeWsY
DO ® ©® B0 WD ¢TI0 BIBO W &BE.

Y wEmre By v e ¢ BIO ged »BYDO
s@mE me viB ecwrl orxned. g gdPsen HOJOR
s0ed. gu WOYH WOBesy PHRYDO OsdEeD GO
ne 838x. gu Hwo WOy SO GmIBBHSr HIWE.
emB8ewsy, adce owd gy edIisn SO8nm ewIdsny
0edsl vl aldmimewsy cedwr WOm» od as
»8Peds’ geder we @¥n D. g8 FHw WOBesY
Os0EDOEmE  0DNeds s0mB. © 00828 oy
2DDdmewnsy B @n ocwr 5O, YEu mems 8¢
S0  00m @B DR w8 BedsiesI O
D10EMN BB DDB. OO OB as wIPH®O 8w ynwe.
a5 9280l -CAm widm@IE wed 8O- @ pemwY
BB -eepDBO- »BY bmn VIR dm @88wun
BBOO DEemedsn D). VIR0 N E-O@ews’y
8o BBOO g% & 08 wicewmD . o®®
D800 20 PEBBIO Feerww 0O e ¥ B0 VAIed
3dwdw 9 8Om0, FAA.



609 2013 48 23 610

@G @5t gO0R® Owmn

(omevsr L@ Begmest S|LOTGIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

8eedi® o 8D Q®wmeEms FOBNSD wEnBdrim
D500, $8Eed®sIned Suwsed O3FOG Y BOIBTR S
eony s e oP® wdBvem ®OWH WO, D8Hd
988us BBO wOITRD. ¢ yE»w Bedsies’, =0
D800 Yewms WS CEdm ®E 30 & Dodmod
©8OITTVews] 000 ®EEedxsined b BEOD evyHH
508. 00® DD Yeomw mOBIDY Bw® BO s @,
@ W OB OB, OO Db cyclostyle mSEs ewd
photocopy mSE0 owd @ed OFFOGE gm0 oWORwY
c¥emnst qed Sgo w8 Dided ewnd 8O o w8 Dideddd
ol 0® Dobmd weAITVewsY B WO yOOE. dew®
esngeens ©w 15 Budeld 0@n®r Ol e mdy od
»8w0 addwr v Bwd sder 9EmICw DY D1e®
©O® 0.

®©S 8D peneedms DHm

(oredryf@ 14w, &srCsasr)

(The Hon. DEW Gunasekara)

@® D8md Dred OB DO D® EA¢HTH YOO5T. 0dm
Yeenw WS 201

@0 @8dst g@0n® Owm
(oreoryfl@ Ceomedr ST GIBIGs)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
8wl Ima w¢E @¢sIn.

®© 8D gemesmS ®Hmn
(orairflg 19w, GonGss)
(The Hon. DEW Gunasekara)
805y, O,

@G etdst gOIR® Owmo

(orenryfl@ Ceomesr T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Cyclostyle @0 ecdm. o(5m® n@imnsieded
OusiBed yBdcwer »y . @ snegd Budel ©®
DOGHD WO B0, ¥ @ eneenB Bwmds, &0
sidetd ®its nemBT RO egnd Db ecmiw Bwr. S»
@308 0wcd. Yond® mog BHO® e®im¢ edxTeny?
©® D168 WOy 8By w»E Bwd wes g e®@mm @
OV OB . OO Bwo 0 DOINIDROE, O
8RO @ RIned gdhm® 0wg WOODD. @5
OB end 0@y BB ©WI WD) VB PWOB Y
©® 280D BeE® 00 OFTFOGTO CedTTHO 8REOST®.
Se® s Dwd genEE @® Dadmd BDicwd vsimy B
[@000 BEOH] @® D800 w05y VBT S0, ®S BOE
88enc ¢ 8D 1@Bn0A.

DYDBNBDHS)

(FUTBTWST Sy6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

& m0enwd gl gdmE ewd ®E. ¢ & O OYD
DO,

@0 BOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blwsd Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO WOILNBDRORB, "OB Dodmd Goomws mE ¥ © '8
® ewddzn S0,

g E@ewzn 8o, et eO8zm S,
aflsorr aAQSHLILIL(5) sTHmYsClETeTeTLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

382920 Beeves ¢ gl Hewlw mom &
Y605 YFF_ L1111 5 L 1 ewemulli_ i1 .

Ordered that the Report be printed.

@esiea®
LDSY)| 553 61T
PETITIONS

@6, Oe® Boemd - Owm
DN 5% 2262 e ERSa)
(wreryllg  shglw  ofrsQsry - rdd Furprws®HD

(Bewdes

G saflest ailFrer(hib)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Deputy Speaker and

Chairman of Committees)

BT DOIBNBSDROB, v¥n  ©eHs ovnd® om ©©
88wsiDs.

.  ouddee, wdouen Ofeond ©d ont.y.8addm
BusIn B0 Dvwmnens’ Cile ound®; wo

2. dedwd, olodmSwe, 98cyd am 39 o
BOnewd ©88 edddn ©died Casclala
Cl1de evsle®.

DAIBNBDRO

(FUTBTWST Bj6uTgHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

O gEd® 8. uews e - ©Bw .

S D®IC EDE OO ®vmn - 5 8@ o>.

o0 ¥ gewdesd® Pwm (ewedx BOEH o

By eom 80505 §imsn®o)

(orewryLfl@ Leveiv PasLCUHL - E)eneTEhi DjeVIaUcVS6T,

gpeir gilallBss) Sjeviwdsi)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma - Minister of Youth Affairs

and Skills Development)

O DOBENGDROB, @0, OFOeE, "egBE" Boewd
888 053.00.¢8. Bedi®®h PuIwvens’ 1R evswd®n
0® BEwxIDS.

2D015B 2O

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

OG0 CBEOBT woen geRDEND Owm - 8@ .

O BBOD 0o Owmn - o8 .
O @0IBm 2R I Ovm - B BD.
®0 ©0.07.8.8.89¢8. @D Qwmn - 8 s».
00 9BE vesTemr B @wmo - o8& om.

988 WO ¢ ceNB® Owen cone® EEM¢ @D
36000 e7O8a3 gy & Bewlw o &

FLOTLINGSLIIL L 1069ISHDNTLI CUITSILOSDIS SUpPSYSHSGF FIL L &
L ememull_ L1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.



611 208E0®sInd 612

EEHOEO D8 BEDS
T & % E1hd% & eumiicpeD allewL g6
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

BEOE 0w Dxsoded BiE med yedas :
GO S8 sId®
BleVeuer Shiend FlL Galeird pTer SlyersGsv
UrGas&ib : 2 sui s sfay
KIRALA KALEY AREA UNDER NILWALA GANGA SCHEME :
SEEPAGE OF BRACKISH WATER

2443/°12

l. ©d @dd» sBcen Bwmo
(orenryfl@ Lydbsls Ligrest)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
D8@8® o S O HELNWIT® GLIBBYDIeOsY
e gdme - (1):
(@) BEOE 0w Dunded sgf §8edd gies g Boe
®EeC yodned ons IO ovwdwd  weansd
EIBO T BBIB) IS BEHBT WOBIEHE?

(a0) (1) BCOE 0w Bad 0188 D1g1d® esew BOE
G ¥ @dd yedade O3 ¥ewe
BosImdews’ @0®s Al 805 O,

(i) OB > Bewo OO yodwde Yo» BE
@emw ald ©wd O BRw BISOR
8O DO,

(i) ©O8s @B ©Bwd PIFOs eWnedsy
BOE eC oo 3O wE» QR YOI O©
@m0 “mymded 80m ©le B8 @B
0T

7@ esierde?

(@) oo ()(iii) 8 wcws? oEEm8 IO 0Oyl WS
OO wewr WED BE ©88000w0 sHEBT & enss
B0 BOC DEE YoLawd SE8 81B8e® s
8DBsTesT 8 On®r e®® wwidd ¢5IDsTemBe?

(1) ovdel5®,d Oxsie?

BrlureeT, Biouer PpsrenwddHiey ewwdFenrds Gsil L
allerm:

(=) pleveuar smiens L GHT WPHUTLD S LSSD

Glul L SlyerasGe UrGsadgler rrplevls UrCsss

BV sTHBmeT GansLwi sTenf] o sTarblseTLmS

Oeui @M Geurym?

(o) ()  Bleveuer smiewas CLMHSGCSHLILMS SHLILSDEG
HrensGe wHMID gewesr yswriguwr LlrCsas
Flv  eTIBUTEID wew BT @ewmaliu (b
QU (HSISTNHO1HEITLIEN S| LD;

(i) @b plewevemiouilsit sryewrors  @UIFCsHFm
FHefled BleVSELD BT &HWMUSHL I LOGHTLIENL
HEHBGHTE6M 2 eui B sFley erHUBSTDI
6TEITLIENS 1| 1D;

(i) @oerTer FTHUGHSTD FHDTLE BlewevenLo
sefler  sTrewiwTs  SlrensGsouilst  mFrBlevLd
FMTHS  UWEDHST  GFIeNEHLISTERTLILIL TG
afleusFruilsefssr
UL (DsTarQg 6T S WD

QUTLPEUT ST LD urgldsi

Sjeui HPleurym?

(@) GCupuig (<) (i) v @VII_Liu’ Herer AsHevrer
Blewevsww rHPlWeHLILSNSETS SoHgHTeu B LD
Amousdps £y
YwsLH SrensGe LrGsssSh@ B aupkiGasmn
sTer S L GgId 2 6TTHT TSNS  jeui

ST EL_CL_TeiTewm

@)FFemLs@ Plaflliumyr?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@  Will he state the number of hectares of wetland in
the Kirala Kaley area which came under phase one
of the Nilwala Ganga Scheme?

(b) s he aware that -

(i) rainwater is constantly pumped out from
Kirala Kaley and surrounding areas in order
to prevent the river Nilwala from
overflowing;

(if) as a result of the aforesaid situation, the
water table in the aforesaid areas goes down
and brackish water seeps into the soil; and

(iii)  paddy fields surrounding Kirala Kaley have
gone fallow and livelihoods of those
farmers have been hindered due to the
consequent environmental condition?

(c)  Will he inform this House whether there is a plan
to provide water to Kirala Kaley area by building
an anicut below the Kadduwa Pump House in
order to remedy the problematic situation
mentioned in (b) (iii) above?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the names of the suppliers that supplied
meat for the consumption of Sri Lanka
Army from the year 2005 up to now;

(i) the procedure followed in the selection of
meat suppliers for Sri Lanka Army;

(iii) total amount of money that was paid for
each variety of meat annually;

(iv) the amount of money to be paid for that;

(v) separately, the amount of money paid, for a
kilo of the aforesaid varieties of meat
annually; and

(vi) separately, the annual requirement of the
each variety of meat?

(b)  If not, why?
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@0 ¢88 Bwemd Owm

(orevsryLil@ swrdy) uwCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©0 #OBROB, Med vgfedB gnd ydm® 0Owd. @®
B3OSO 8BsY Bwo® G B8wuE BBwm 60m s®wm
Dr@wmwe e0dsIm Beadmd. g e E OBDIHED 6w
B yEmw D00 v 0D BYew. 00 Bum HSeO e®
Oy 80 B0 OB Yhmws 00dsImy Bedmr. 9B
BOBLY 0® erd® I WIBIB gDOL WOWYD Cr1i8B WO
RINOBIE WOBE Fwo 8w w ©IHrIDoe Bwo & W,

@0 BOE 88 ¢ BSDr Owmn

(orenryflg Blwsd Anlursy 5 Asveaur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

g o00d® oo’ mOB® weITRewsT e
20000l DB @ WSO HO.

BEeDHBm emIeEDG sy s B8O : Sdnd
Geugerid QupTg Gsaryeu ClasresraFsOL T 6T
Bluiestid: eflLiyid
APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY CONSULS: DETAILS

4. ©6; 68 WCemaNBD BHm0
(omevsTLll@ Tall & HeTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
2890/°12

Beda mO@n ¢@imsn@ieesy ¢y yamw - (1):

(@) 1) & c»d Bewdsmn moBsT @@ o @eddw
D0 BEedDnBm 0msIeEO0; o500
S LSO TN
(i) RYsY edddw mSBY CODE BT R sTed 5O
»Oede;
(i) @y e O WS & e 83Deden
[SALSIO% TN
(iv) @9z vt BBe® ewicr vIzn ¢ BEemowm
»Oede;

@535y O EO® w5 ¢BIDsTeEH?

(@) (1) 1948 ©8wed 80 g¢ caldr mEw BE § C-m0
B8sY ¥ W ¢ «® BYednBHm
emsieEddewn @O B3 Bedg;

(i) Ve n®, OO emsieFdoiied 5H® mDedc;
@5IB) O7® st mOsTemEe?
() owdedn®, & Oxie?

Qeuaflbri L gpiausvssT HewwiFemnyd Gl L ailsrm:

(<)1) o susearrail Feluflsd
LY AEAINTRIGE £ AL )

Q&6mreu 6a TesTFsVLOTI6HT 6TE¥sTEUs 6% 356w Wi LD;

(O E T YN

Geugevrid Qumrs

(i)  euisefler Quwirsener S|eUT 6T
HrSBSIILESS1LTD BTESEbLDID;
(i)  ojeuiser SjeueUTM) OETEILNUEL )

HTVSMSILLD;
(iv)  oeuiseflesr pluweThISEREGL  LWSTLGHSSLI
Ul L epsol il omeseThigen e b

U @FFewLEGH Csfalliiumryr?

(<)) 194890 2psrig 0 (B! Gsirmieusr
(O YA EATLEN Blwidléaslin’ L QRO
O\& TesTFVLOTIT sTeuGreyiLd

Bahaliu’L_esTrmeleusiTLIsNSuLD;

(i) osusurpruilsir, oSswasW  G&TesTFVLOTT 6T
CuwTsHeneT LD

S|QUIT FnmIeuUTyT?
( B) @esrCmsv eyeir?

asked the Minister of External Affairs:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Honorary Consuls
representing Sri Lanka worldwide;

(i) the names of them along with the country
they represent;

(iii)  the period they have been doing so; and
(iv)  the criteria used for their appointments?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether any Honorary Consuls appointed
by Sri Lanka have been removed since
1948 to date; and

(i)  if so, the names of such Consuls?

(c) Ifnot, why?

00 Bewd@E esedc ©nmo

Bewdes g@immsn®o)

(orenryflg BGwrwrey QuBrrr - GeusflBriLgsusisst

Lrd oemwdei)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of External
Affairs, | answer Question No. 4.

(Beda mOwn

(@) @i 74
(i) | table* the Answer which is contained in
the Annex.

(iif) 1 table* the Answer which is contained in
the Annex.

(iv) The criteria used for their appointments are
as follows:

a. The Heads of Missions of Sri Lanka accredited to
the country of appointment of the Honorary Consuls or
the Ministry of External Affairs initiate the appointments
by proposing suitable nominees who have the following
qualifications:

Hon. Speaker, since this is a long answer, | table* the
rest of the Answer.
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* sened®us @n DA o¢ BEeS B8 emIdes:
* FLTLSL_S8)60 eweudsLiul 1 aflenr uller sTehAw L&)
* Rest of the Answer tabled:

b.

The appointees should be native-born
nationals of the country of appointment.
Only if native-born nationals are not
available, Sri Lankans who have acquired
the nationality of the country of appointment
or Sri Lankan passport holders who are long
-resident in the country of appointment are
considered.

The appointees should be over the age of 40
and below 65 on the first appointment and

622

c.  The Protocol Division of the Ministry of External Affairs of
Sri Lanka submits the nomination to the country of
appointment through diplomatic channels.

d.  Once the concurrence of the country of appointment is
granted, the Commission of Appointment is prepared by the
Protocol Division for the signature of the Hon. Minister of
External Affairs.

e.  The Commission of Appointment is transmitted through the
same channel to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
country of appointment who finally issues the Exequatur to
the nominee.

General Terms :-

re expected to relinquish their duti n * The Government of Sri Lanka reserves the right
are ﬁ. pei:he 0 femqu sh their duties o to terminate the tenure of any Honorary Consuls
reaching the age ot /0. whose performance or conduct is found to be
iii. Appointments are to be made for terms of 05 unsatisfactory.
yr::ars at al time, Wh'fcr;] ag renewable ‘f’véth * The appointments of Honorary Consuls should
the rlputua chonsent 0 the Government of Sri generally be limited to countries where there is
Lanka and the appointee. no resident Sri Lanka representative, unless there
iv. The appointees should be well-established are  exceptional  circumstances  warranting
and have distinguished themselves in their appointment in countries where there is resident
different fields of endeavour with sufficient representation.
private means to meet the financial
obligations of the office. (b) 0] No. (as per the available records.)
(i) Does not arise.
The !—loq. Minister of External Affairs approves the © Does not arise.
nomination.
* senodus On »d» ¢ ¢ 8e®:
*FLmS SFN0 emeudsLi L BTty .
* Annex tabled:
Details of Honorary Consuls of Sri Lanka abroad as at 16.07.2013
Period
S/N Country City MName of the Hony. Consul "\Plr;):il:t::mt of
Service
1 |Armenia Yervan Mr. Sargis Tarverdyan 07.11.2012 |08 months
| 2} Adelaide Dr. Charith Perera 17.06.2013 | 01 month
3 JAustralia Perth Mr. Frank Crawley 07.03,1995 18 yrs
4 Queensland Mr. Antony Philip Swan 12.05.2005 8 yrs
5 . Salzburg Mr. Gerhard Huber 14.06.2012 01 yr
[ JAustria 5 7 : . .
6 Styria & Carinthia [Mrs. Edith Hornig 298.11.2005 08 yrs.
7 |Bangladesh Chittagon Mr, Javed Kaiser Ally 18.10.2007 06 yrs.
8 |Bahamas Nassau Mr. John Ravindra Jesubatham 14.06.2012 01 yr.
1.2 Belgium Antwerp Mrs. Monica de Decker 15.07.1997 16 yrs.
10 |Bhutan Thimpu Mr. Tobgye. S. Dorji 14.06.2012 01 yr
| 11 | Brazil Rio de Janeiro Dr. Sohaku Raimundo Cesar Bastos 15.11.2007 06 yrs
12 Sao Paulo Dr. Sohaku Raimundo Cesar Bastos 06.12.2012 | 06 months
13 |Botswana Gaborone Mr. Chulapathmendra Dahanayake 14.06.2012 01 yr
14 |Bulgaria Sofia Mr. Borislav Sarandev 21.08.2012 01 yr
| 15 | Canada Montreal Mr. Alain Bonneau 16.09.2003 10 yrs
16 Vancoure Mr. Norman Stowe 08.05.2012 01 yr
17 |Chile Santiago Mr. Juan Sebastian Vicuna Rengifo 07.10.2008 05 yrs
18 |Colombia Bogota Ms. Tatyana Orozco 07.11.2012 | 09 months
19 |Croatia Zagreb Mr.Marko Vojkovic 05.11.2009 04 yrs.
20 |Cyprus Limassol Mr. Pieris Thofylaktou Pieri 01.02.2010 03 yrs.
21 |Czech Rep. Prague Mr. Josef Penkava 30.08.2000 13 yrs
22 |Ethiopia Addis Ababa Mr. Fekade Tadesse 21.04.2011 02 yrs
23 |Fiji Suva Mr. Ajith U. Kodagoda 08.02.2007 06 yrs.
24 |Finland Helsinki Mr. Amos Cyril Gyllenbogel 07.11.2012 01 yr
25 | P — Bremen Mr. Thomas Krivat 14.06.2012 01 yr
26 2 Bodenheim Mr. Nihal Samarasinghe 18.01.2011 02 yrs.
27 |Hong Kong Hong Kong Dr. Thomas H.C. Cheung 12.06.1986 27 yrs.
28 |lceland Revkjavik Mr. Agust Thor Jonnsson 08.10.2003 10 yrs.
| 29 | India Bengaluru Dr. Ku:‘-}‘fﬂw:\rr‘-ddv Sudhakar 27.05.2011 02 yrs
30 Kolkata Dr. Abhijit Sen 24111992 | 21yrs
| 31 | Surabava Dr. Arva Tjahjadi 28.02.1992 21yrs
32 |Indonesia Medan Mr. Joefly ]. Bahroeny 02.09.2003 10 yrs.
33 ] Bali Mr. Eswent Sanato 01.06.2010 03 yrs
34 Israel Haifa & North Israel  |Mr, Shimshon Harel 24.03.2005 08 yrs
35 Jerusalam Mr. Ehud Rassabi 07.10.2008 05 yrs
36 |Italy Naples Mr. Salvatore Puglisi 01.08.2011 02 yrs
37 |Jamaica Kingston Mrs. Marjorie L Henriques 29.03.2001 12 yrs
ag Osaka Mr.Dharmapriya Wijayananda Aluthgamage 27.04.2009 04 yrs
[ 39 Jlapan Tsukuba Mr. Medagama Gamage Sunil 22.05.2008 05 yrs
0 | Nagovya Noboru Akahane 21.02.2011 02 yrs
41 |Kyrgystan Bishkek Mr. Mukun Aseinov 20.06.2011 02 yrs
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Period
S/N Country City Name of the Hony. Consul APPD;I:‘::L‘N of
Service
42 |Latvia Riga Mr. Arnis Anchupanas 12.02.2001 12 yrs
43 |Luxembourg Luxembourg Mr. Arjan Kirthi Singha 14.06.2012 01 yr
44 |Mauritius Port Louis Mr. Mohamed Saleem Toorawa 18.10.2004 08 yrs
15 |[Mozambique Maputo Mr. Vali Momade Haasam 08.05.2012 01 yr.
46 |Namibia Windhock Mr. Sacky Aipinge 20.02.2013 | 06 months
47 |New Zealand Wellington Mr. Aruna Abeygunasekara 15.11.2007 06 yrs
| 48 | istan Lahore Mr. Nadeem Zia Pirzada 06.12.2012 | 06 months
49 Peshawar Mr. Bashir Wali Mohamed 24.01.2008 05 yrs
Pa;?ua New Boroko Mr. Baml_ntnu Arachchige Wasantha 20.06.2011 02 yrs.
50 |Guinea Kumarasiri
51 |Palestine Bethlehem Mr. Michel Hanna Shomali 17.01.2012 |01 1/2 yrs
52 |Peru Lima Mr. Gonzalo Diaz de Ravago D'onofrio 13.02.2012 01 yr.
53 |Portugal Lisbon Mr. George L. Wolter 19.05.1993 20 yrs
54 |Seychelles Mahe Mr. Errol Fonseka 07.11.2012 01 yr
55 Serbia & Belgrade Mrs. Ljiljana Miljanic Cassim 28.11.2011 |01 1/2yrs
Montenegro
56 |Slovak Republic |Bratislava Mr. Peter Gabalec 05.04.2012 01 yr
57 |South Africa Cape Town Mr. Jonathan Jacobs 07.11.2012 01 yr
58 |South Korea Busan Mr. Shin Jung-Taek 29.11.2005 |07 1/2 yrs
59 |Sudan Kartoum Mr. Saud Mamoun Mohamed Ahamed El 10.03.2005 08 yrs
60 |Sweden Gothenburg Ms. Magaretha Haglind 20.06.2011 02 yrs
61 |Syria Damascus Dr. Mohamed Mousallam Al Droubi 16.12.2003 |09 1/2 yrs
62 |The Netherlands |Rotterdam Mr. Bernardus Gerardus Josef Menken 01.06.2010 03 yrs
63 |Tunisia Hamm met Mr. Musthapha Trabelsi 13.02.2012 01 yr
Istanbul Mr. Esref Cerrahoglu 27.08.1990 23 yrs
65 Mersin Mr. Azat Bacgeroglu 02.09.2002 11 yrs
| 66 |Turkey Adana Mr. Beshir Ugur 17.04.2013 | 03 months
| 67 | Gaziantep Mr. Guven Guzelbey 17.04.2013 | 03 months
“ 68 Izmir Mr. Oguz Akchura 17.04.2013 | 03 months
| 69 | Hawaii Mrs. Kusuma Cooray 27.02.2001 12 yrs
| 70 | USA New Mexico Dr. Althea Avery Gray 16.09.2002 11 yrs
71 Arizona Dr. Jerami R. Torstviet 22.07.2003 10 yrs.
72 Massachuselts Mr. Martin Trust 17.11.2006 07 yrs
73 JUnited Mexican States | Mexico Mr. Ismael Sergio Ley-Lopez 14.06.2012 01 yr.
74 |Zambia Lusaka Mr. Anthony Elmo Vinitha Jayetileke 09.05.2013 |02 months
®5; 68 WS ENW2 w0 ©5 Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(orenTyLfl@ rafl & HesTTHTWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

(wressryflg BIGwmrwmrsd QuBryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

624

Hon. Deputy Minister, | take this opportunity to ask
you a supplementary question as you tabled most of the
Answer with our permission. Recently, an Hon. Member
of Parliament from the United Kingdom had been
referring to the death that took place in Tangalle and he
said that our judicial process has come to a virtual
grinding halt. That has certainly affected the good
relations and the tourists who come to this country. As
you know, there is a travel advisory. As you are from the
Ministry of External Affairs, how would you try to
intercede on behalf of this and take away the impression
of the travel advisory that is negative to our country?
How would you do so?

®0; Bewd®E eselc ®nmn

(wrewryfl@g BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Hon. Speaker, that does not pertain to this Question.
Therefore, it does not arise.

®35; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™
(oreryLfl@ rall &@HewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Is it irrelevant?

The death that took place in Tangalle has nothing to
do with the appointments of Honorary Consuls.

®©F; 68 WS €65 Bwdn

(omressrLll@ Tall & HenTTHTIWd)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Surely, you are the Deputy Minister; you are not an
incompetent Minister. You have got the -

©5 Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(wressryflg BIGwrwmrsd QuBryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

There is no relevance between the two but if you ask
that Question separately, | will tell you what we have
done.

®©F; OB WS €65 s

(omressrLll@ Tall & HenTTHTIWS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, | never thought that you would
run away in such a manner. You know, the Honorary
Consul whom you have appointed in the European Union
has told our Ambassador in the European Union and
Belgium, Ravinath Ariyasinghe, to say about the Labour
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GSP. Now, the Honorary Consul whom you have
appointed has said, “Why do you not try to get this
Labour GSP back again™ You know this country is
starving for cash; exports are dwindling; problems in
balance of payments are there and US Dollars 1.6 billion
is a loss to the country. So, why do you not look into this
matter that your Honorary Consul, whom you have
appointed to Belgium, has said about not getting this
Labour GSP back again.

®6; Berd@E eselc ®nm

(wressryflg BIGwrwrsd QuBryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Hon. Speaker, this Question does not arise. -
[Interruption.] What the Hon. Member has said now and
what you have asked in this Question are two different
matters. So, that does not arise, Hon. Speaker.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rafl &@mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, my third Supplementary Question is
this. The Hon. Deputy Minister is struggling to answer in
a very bad environment because he has made more
enemies than friends in this world. Your foreign affairs
policy should - [Interruption.] Please answer my
Quiestion.

®0; Bewd®E eselc ®nnn
(wrewryfl@ BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
Hon. Speaker, he is referring to the Labour GSP. It has
nothing to do with the appointment of Honorary Consuls.

®©5; 08 €502 YD

(omevsTLAl@ Tall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, | am trying to help your
Government that is alienating your external affairs -

2D5BE 2D S)

(sumBTWST Sj6uTHsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not try to help the Government.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rall &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Do you not need any help? - [Interruption.] Thank
you. Then, I will be provocative. You have made enemies
with the USA, the European Union, Japan and India.
What the hell is the Ministry of External Affairs doing?

05 Bewd®E esedch ®nmn

(wrewryfl@ BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

We have done a lot through the Ministry of External
Affairs but that is not relevant to the Question you have
asked, Hon. Member.

®©F; O8 WS €65 BwdN0

(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What is relevant is to make sure how vulnerable your
Government is.

DSBNBD RS0

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

sy Be@ @¢sn 0ndudig 00 Heastesy. Smi deov®
cBIB0 ecsieny.

DR sgr1e B CBBwr edBsT : yAwIRD
AR
auL_ GLoeD LTS TeRTHBaVI6TaT &6V LOlwim
Gpmwmeriser : pevestLfl BlaspdAdHlL L Bigsir
THALAESSEMIA PATIENTS IN NORTHWESTERN PROVINCE :
WELFARE PROGRAMMES
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)
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Seui @M Geurym?

@) @srGmev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Health:
(@  Will he inform this House of -
(
(i)  the number of school children among the
Thalaessemia patients;

) the total number of Thalaessemia patients;

(iiiy the number of Thalaessemia-affected
children less than 15 years out of those
school children; and

(iv) the number of Thalaessemia patients above

(iv) a@«w® 01 acsTs.
V) @@xw® 02 9csIm. @:8w® swnn™ »HSS.

(7)) o e d.

*soedns @n A 5¢ HEHGO:
FUTLTL_GHIs) eweudbsHLILL 1 (BswsnTLiL)
Annex tabled:

mEeEe 01

o8 ecidel eopeddl Gungen os ¢ Sede gendn SRwons

o

15 years;
(v) reported from the Northwestern Province by @mg{v R .
the end of the year 2012? . f-«;; s it ol S

(b)  Will he state -

e

(i) whether Thalaessemia has spread in other R et el
areas apart from the Northwestern Province; sogod o :
o 93 edi0T e S 66 KoISmelnns &dn (9o STF o
(i) if so, the number of Thalaessemia patients, T EeEEck S
separately as per provinces; sdecdia

(iii) whether special welfare programmes have
been launched for Thalaessemia patients;

(iv) if so, what they are; and

(v) the measures taken as of now to eradicate
Thalaessemia?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @eHCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@) Is he aware that -

(i) a shortage of teachers prevails in the
schools of Pottuvil Education Zone of the
Eastern Province; and

(if)  the parents and the past pupils have drawn
the attention of the education officials that
the education level of the students will be
dropped by reason of that, and there has
been a discussion in the Eastern Provincial
Council in relation to that?

(iii)  Will he state whether action will be taken to
remedy the shortage of teachers considering
the future educational benefits of the
students?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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@) GsCme, stein?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the total amount invested by the Bank of
Ceylon in stocks at the Colombo Stock
Exchange during the year 2011; and

(i) the values of the business that the Bank of
Ceylon has conducted with Perpetual
Capital and Lanka Orix Leasing Securities
Limited in the year 2011?

(b)  Will he submit this House a list of all stocks
purchased by Bank of Ceylon in the year 2011
along with purchase price and weighted average
price of stocks for five days preceding the dates of
purchase?

(c)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of
International Monetary Co-operation and Deputy Minister
of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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()  @)esr@msv, eyear?

asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:

(@ s he aware that although the construction work of
a new bridge in place of the narrow bridge which

is there at the junction of the A-9 road and the

access road to Katudeniya and Wariyapola villages
belonging to the Ukuwela Divisional Secretary's
Division in the Matale District was initiated, the
said construction work has been suspended by
now?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the financial allocation on which the
commencement of the construction of the
above new bridge was based;

(i) the amount of money allocated for the
construction of the bridge as per the
estimates; and

(iii)  the date on which the construction work of
the bridge was commenced and the date on
which the completion of the construction
was due?

()  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the reasons that led to the suspension of
the construction work of the bridge
mentioned above;

(i) of the amount of money spent on the
construction accomplished so far;

(iii)  the date on which the construction work of
this bridge will be completed?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala - Minister of Ports and
Highways)
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FORMAL INQUIRY
(@) @erCmed, ereir?

2710/°12
13. o6 ddm sBcen Snmo asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(oressrifl@ Yggle Lglyen)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana) (@ Isheaware that -
0188 »E@uzim gRomun@iensd g1 ydme - (1): (i) 0n26.01.2012, 240 bags filled with tea from
(2) () ©wo dfEFmed, BOuds »OeIBSwm C.T.C. Tea Factory belonging to
or ®»EusIe@E0 gun B89.8. oo Kalubowitiyana Tea Factory Limited of the
2Ovecsy 2012.01.26 ¢ oof 8oy @ 24058 Matara District, were loaded to the lorry
0mERO yowmes BB wepo g SP KL- bearing No. SP KL-5432, to be transported

5432 ¢65y @208 SOw 00 1 O
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to Colombo;

(ii) the superintendent of the factory and the
lorry driver have signed in the book

recording the issue of tea to confirm the
(iii)  6® onf A 24057 o B & i Suwd loading of the aforesaid number of bags of
2egd ®0 grery 9 200 s®ews 90; tea:

(iv) Z’g%@; dzejgggi;gozﬁog@;@:z%iz 2% (iii) only 200 bags of tea have been sold to the

@B O; purchasing place out of the aforesaid 240
’ bags of tea; and
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QYD  wWCwsy D00 BEcd Bl
e enws D00 mOYn WOBIesIE;

(i) cod O, 0 emne O (b)  Will he inform this House -

@iz 99D 0O 65900 IO eHB? (i) whether action will be taken to hold a
formal inquiry in relation to the aforesaid

fraud committed at Kalubowitiyana C.T.C.
Tea Factory; and

(iv) the number of bags of tea recorded as 240
in the documents of the factory have been
changed later as 200?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the salaries and allowances paid to soldiers
who serve in the Department of Civil
Security;

(if) the recoveries made out of their salaries
monthly;

(iii) whether the aforesaid recoveries are
deposited in a fund;

(iv) if so, of the institution in which the
aforesaid fund is maintaining its accounts;

(v) the reasons to make such recoveries; and

(vi) the recoveries that will be refunded to
them?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether the salaries of the civil security
personnel have been paid on the date due;

(i) if not, the amount of arrears to be paid for
them; and

(iii)  the date on which the aforesaid arrears will
be paid?

(c)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the activities that are carried out by using
the personnel of the civil security force at
present;

(i) whether they have been assigned for
cultivation works and other industries;

(iii)  the facilities that have been provided for
them to that effect;

(iv) the amount of money that they generate
through the aforesaid activities, annually;
and

(v) the affairs for which the aforesaid monies
are made use of?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether the Department of External
Resources of the Ministry is responsible for
receiving all foreign loans and grants to the
country;

(if)  if so, the amount of monies received by the
country through the aforesaid Department
during the last three years;

(iii)  the amount of money pledged and received
for the last five years on per country basis
separately; and

(iv) the rate of utilization of money received as

per (ii) on per year basis?

(b)  Will he also state pertaining to the total amount of
money received from the foreign countries or
multilateral agents for last 10 years on per year
basis -

(i) the amounts that were not utilised; and
(if) the reasons for not being able to utilise the
said money?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erGmev, syevr?

asked the Minister of Indigenous Medicine:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether steps have been taken to
implement a programme to provide
employment to all the unemployed
Ayurvedic graduates;

(i) the year in which the appointments were
given to the Ayurvedic graduates in the
Government sector for the last time; and

(iii)  the number of Ayurvedic graduates who
were given appointments on that occasion?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the amount of money spent by the
Government for an Ayurvedic medical
graduate;
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(i) of the number of dispensaries that are
closed down due to the lack of Ayurvedic
doctors; and

(iii)  whether steps have been taken to assign
Ayurvedic doctors to those dispensaries?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services for report.
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I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Alhasan Foundation.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs for report.
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(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdehs mOznemn®

(Nrgld FuThTLST j6euidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is the point of Order?

®©F; 8 WS €W O

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, the Hon. P. Dayaratna mentioned a figure, which
was highlighted by the Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma. That
was not clear. The Hon. Minister said she would get the
Hon. Deputy Minister to clarify it. So, why was it not
clarified?

Bewrdehs D00
(Nrdlé FuTHTWST SjeuT6r)
(The Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 O™

(oreryLfl@ rall &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we are talking of substance.
She mentioned that it will be revealed through the Hon.
Deputy Minister but it was not revealed. The senior
Minister started the Debate by mentioning that 51 per cent
will be held back -

Bewdts O1znemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. -
[Interruption.]

®F; 08 WG @a25062% Wm0

(oreTLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIIsS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No, no. They are misleading Parliament. The Hon.
Speaker, who was there -

@0 gC®d §.80.98. 308 Owmn

(omressrL 0@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The Hon. Minister would reply. He himself had
already said that.

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTa6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Both the Hon. Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister
are present in Parliament. They will answer.

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2308 Pwmn

(LomesrLyLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

This is not the Question time. This is a Debate.

®©F; 68 WGB3 Bz
(omressryLll@ rall & HenTTHTwd)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, it is irrelevant to us whether they are -

[Interruption.]
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Shantha Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne - Minister of Rural Affairs)
| propose that the Hon. Shantha Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Chart tabled:

Classification of Electricity users:

1-30 11,01,125 217.50

31-60 13,18,755 546 852
[ 61-90 12,99,301 ., | 728.40 1,161

91-120 6,69,026 1,835 2,835

121-180 5,29,923 3,851.40 5,355

181-210 40,000 5,363.40 7,595

211-240 60,000 9,899.40 13,755

(Source: Hon. Pavithradevi W., Honsord 23, July 2013)
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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Whereupon THE HON. SHANTHA BANDARA left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznem
(Nrdld FuTBTST Sj6uiTasr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is taking photographs
inside the House. What is the conspiracy he is hatching?
Sir, confiscate that camera.
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(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please do not take photographs inside

the Chamber.
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| quote:

"The Environmental Foundation Limited (EFL) expresses grave
concern regarding the recent statement that the price of electricity
would have to be increased by 50 % if the Ceylon Electricity
Board...."
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@®m e geet.

They further state, | quote:

“....Is to break even, especially since the Sri Lankan consumer is
among those charged the highest tariffs in the world.”
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Sir, | further quote:

Hes EFL is of the view that the deep-rooted problems of the
sector need to be addressed as a matter of urgency, we believe that
the debate on supply, facilities and pricing mask the real issues at

...... Sri Lanka’s already indebted situation, while issues of
efficiency, power piracy and affordability remain ignored. The
government has shown

an absence of political will to explore fossil fuel alternatives,....

...Poor planning and doubts regarding location have only
exacerbated the opposition to the coal power alternative. The root of
the problem lies in a manifest absence of accountability and
transparency regarding the true cost of supplying power.”
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0 Bewd®s m»Omnemn®s, o® gddtedd "oo
BB Beddn® PnFdw Giwmrsw on @nw"®8 i ewllsn
DOB0.

g S@wz Y, et 3@ Ses.
T (B SLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

oo Bewlss DOwnemn® Geemewsy 9O
Hoewzy, 96 B} Bedbn® @udw FErwznda) Seo.

YSHTLIDS, LITHF FUTBTUIST YUTHET GBI FeaTsSHleoflsarny
ysVCeou, wrellg (Flmws]) e wrenf]l allGmallsslrw gyeuiser
BEWCVGHLD 6] GS5/TTT F561T.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA took the Chair.

[4.54 p.m.]

@0 8.8, 303 BC5T Swmo

(LomevdrLyL0)@ 6TiD.6T. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Madam Presiding Member, thank you very much for
this opportunity to participate in the Debate on the Sri
Lanka Electricity (Amendment) Bill that is before us.

Before | start a discussion on the issues connected to
electricity, better known as the "blackouts", | need to
remind this House that today is yet another inauspicious
black day being the 30" anniversary of the Black July,
1983. | need to remember this day. Thirty years is a long
time but yet the events of July, 1983 were such that those
are etched in our memories. For the average Sri Lankan
Tamils who lived through that time, it has split our
existence like BC and AD; it is as though there are two
sections to the history. Even to this country, that would
apply: the pre-1983 history and the post-1983 history.

The magnitude of the violence that was unleashed is
such that it brought so much dishonour to this country,
that this country would never be the same again. | was a
student at that time in Colombo and | remember that day
when | had to spend most of the day on the streets. When
mobs came to attack, we moved up and down the road
having left our house open. Our house was not attacked
only because a venerable Buddhist monk - | wish to
record that here - who lived down our road personally
went up and stopped the mob from coming into our road.
He took his life in his hands and did that. We ourselves
took shelter in a Muslim house nearby which gave us
shelter and subsequently Sinhalese friends kept us in their
house for four days and then we were put in a ship and
transported to Jaffna. That was the second such incident
in my life, the first being in the year 1977 when there was
violence unleashed against Tamils in Colombo.

Then too, | was transported by air from the Ratmalana
Airport to Palaly by the Government of Sri Lanka. So,
twice in my student days, | was taken away from the
Capital City, once by air and once by ship, totally at the
cost of the Government of Sri Lanka to the North. The
Government being uanble to protect me in its own
Capital, thought that I would be safe in my home and sent
me to my homeland. When people use the word
“homeland”, there is an issue that is raised: how can you
say that it is your homeland? But for me, having grown
up in the cosmopolitan city here, the Capital of this
country, that was an acknowledgement by Governments
at two different times that this was not my home; that my
home was in the North and that it was in my homeland
that | would be safe. | did not say it then but the Sri
Lankan Government said that was my homeland and sent
me there for my sefety.

Many others were sent to the East likewise. That is
how the fact that the North and the East is our homeland
came to be confirmed even by successive governments in
Colombo. During that violence, the Government was
complicit with those who perpetrated the violence. That
is acknowledged now. In the year 2004, President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga very boldly
acknowledged and apologized on behalf of the
Government of Sri Lanka. Twenty one years later some
might say, “Too little, too late”. That is the history of this
country. Yet for all, I do not regard it as "too little or too
late”. 1 think that was a magnanimous gesture by the
President of this country, acknowledging and
apologizing. That is important for us to go forward
together, the acknowledgement.

When we talk about the 1983 violence, many
immediately say, “Remember how that started; remember
that 13 soldiers were killed in Thinnaweli, Jaffna and that
is why the violence started against the Tamils in
Colombo and other places”. Violence by the Tamil youth
had already begun by the year 1983; that is true but
violence, as never known before, commenced after 1983.
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[06 ©8.8. g@sIBSsT @wmn]

Many of my friends who were students in Colombo
schools, whose houses were ransacked, whose houses
were burnt, whose relatives were killed, who were chased
away with only the clothes that they bore on their back,
joined many of these Tamil youth movements who had
resorted to violence by then. They saw no chance
otherwise, no other way to protect themselves from the
marauding forces, with the State looking on or actively
encouraging those who practised violence. | said the
violence from the Tamil youth, from the Tamil side had
begun before 1983. But, how did it begin? We must
remember that violence against the Tamil people of this
country, unarmed Tamil civilians of this country, did not
happen only in 1977 and 1983. Those were the two years
that | remember and | was personally affected. But, well
prior to that, since 1956, in 1956, in 1958 and in 1961
periodically, violence was unleashed against unarmed
Tamil civilians. Then, at that time, there was no violence
from the Tamil side, either from the youth or from
anybody else.

In discourses like this, | know it is futile to start a
conversation as to who started the violence. That is not
done; that is not necessary. Ordinarily, that would be the
case. But, | think in this case, it is important to note when
the violence commenced, who commenced the violence
and for how long that violence was practised. Since 1956,
for almost two decades, there was no reaction. There was
no revengeful violence from the Tamil side. That must be
noted. By saying this, I am in no way condoning or
finding excuses for the violence that was practised by the
Tamil youth. No, | am not doing that. But, | want the
country, | want this House to see things in perspective.
When the Tamil people of this country, in peaceful ways,
in democratic ways, asked for a share in the governance
structure of this country, they were roundly beaten.
Violence was unleashed against them. Even the protection
that they had in the Constitution under Article 29 was
taken away in 1972. They asked for federalism. The
country was, to the contrary, specifically made a unitary
State in 1972. In the Constituent Assembly between 1970
and 1972, the Tamil leaders made a plea for very
reasonable measures. All of that, every one of those
proposals, was defeated by a majority vote.
Majoritarianism reigned not only in the voting but also in
the physical attacks. Standardization for tertiary education
was brought in and many Tamil youths suffered a great
deal as a result in the 1970s. It is in this background,
having no other way to protect their dignity, protect their
person, protect their property, to ensure a reasonable
future for themselves in this country that the Tamil youth
took to arms. Again | say that is no excuse but that is a
fact; pressed against the wall, cornered, they took to arms.
But, as we all know, violence begets violence. Violence
by the State gave rise to violence by militant Tamil youth
whose violence did not stop with only attacking the State;
as is often the case that also could not be contained and

they did many things that were not acceptable at all.
Particularly, the attacks against the civilian Sinhalese, the
villagers,  attacks  against  Buddhist  religious
establishments and worst of all, the attacks against the
Muslims and the ethnic cleansing that they indulged in
were all totally unacceptable acts of violence.

What started as almost a necessary act of self-defence
against violence that were unleashed on our people in
turn became an instrument of oppression against others as
well. Today, we stand here 30 years after that cycle with
a possibility that we can, at least, now learn our lessons
together, eschew violence and move forward recognizing
that there are different peoples in this country who should
all have a right to participate meaningfully in the
governance of this country; that is all that is asked for.
The fact that one is a permanent majority and the others
are permanent minorities should not always affect their
destiny. At least in the areas in which the minorities or
the numerically-inferior peoples are a majority, they must
have their say in day-to-day affairs. Now, that wisdom
that that is the way in which the governance structure
must be changed came early, | say "early", after the 1983
Black July carnage. It was soon after that event that our
good neighbour India intervened. There were discussions
and within four years, on the 29" of July 1987 the Indo-
Lanka Accord was signed. Some structural changes were
made even though substantially it did not change
anything. A few structures called the "Provincial
Councils" were created through which people in the
different provinces could, at least to some extent, have a
share in governance and it enabled the North and East to
be one unit and the Tamil speaking people there to have
some say, albeit in a very restricted sense, in the affairs of
governance. That is how the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution was brought in, in late 1987. Although it
did not amount to any meaningful devolution, at least, it
restructured the governance in this country. In people's
minds, there was a shift and then, there was a
commitment in November 1987 by President J.R.
Jayewardene that this system would be improved upon so
that there would be meaningful devolution. Madam,
Presiding Member, that was all in 1987, four years after
Black July in 1983. But, 30 years later, as | said after a
full cycle, perhaps after a full generation has passed, we
do not seem to have learnt those bitter lessons from
history. We hear calls now to go back to the dark ages, to
go back to that pre-1983 era, an era in which democracy
meant the rule of the majority; that the minorities could
live in this country but only so long as they live on the
terms dictated by the majority.

That is not democracy; those are not democratic
sentiments. Those are the very antitheses of democracy.
That is what is known as majoritarianism. That has been,
perhaps, the worst curse that this country has had to
endure. Today, as | stand here remembering the Black
July 1983, | cannot but help go back in memory to these
events; remind the country most humbly to remember
that past; to remember those events of July 1983 which
changed the course of history of this country; which
changed the image of this country totally. This country
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was never again to regain its past glory. The beginning of
the slide was July 1983 and 30 years later, and four years
after the end of a violent war, with all the things that are
said in this House about this glorious magnificent victory,
still, what is the image of our country? What have we
built for ourselves? What have we built for the future
generation of this country? If we have not learnt our
lessons through these 30 years, | am afraid we are
doomed. But, if we take stock, if we are not carried away
by that sense of victory, if we look back to ask the
question, "why did these things have to happen in our
country?", then, perhaps, there is a light at the end of the
tunnel and if we learn from our history, we can make a
change.

It was this Government that appointed the Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission. Even at that time,
the thought process was right. For reconciliation to take
place, the President rightly understood that we have to
learn lessons from the past.

It was persons he hand-picked. He did not ask for
advice from the other communities. Surely, when you
appoint a Reconciliation Commission, you consult the
different communities that need reconciliation. No such
thing was done. He appointed whomever he was pleased
with. Nevertheless, even that Commission, having heard
representations, having heard the cry of the people who
were actually affected, having heard from a wide cross-
section of the people of this country, came up with certain
recommendations. These are not our recommendations;
these are not even recommendations of persons we
nominated to be on that Commission. These are entirely
the recommendations of a Commission that was, in its
entirety, appointed by His Excellency the President
himself.

We have bones to pick with that Report of the LLRC
with regard to accountability issues. But, that apart, they
have made recommendations for the future. The
Opposition, including the main Opposition Party and the
TNA, have consistently asked that  those
recommendations be implemented. What are those
recommendations with regard to power sharing, with
regard to devolution, with regard to a permanent political
solution for this country? What has that Commission, that
you yourself appointed, recommended? No, you have not
learnt those lessons from history yet. Even after being
advised by your own Commission, the triumphalism still
reigns and you are unable to see the wisdom of your own
appointees.

Take a very simple thing like elections to the Northern
Provincial Council. Why is there such reluctance, why is
there such a fanfare about just holding an election that
ought to have been held a long time ago in any case?
Even after the end of the war, after a Presidential Election
was conducted in January 2010, after a General Election
was conducted in April 2010 in the whole of this country
including the Northern Province, why was the
Government unable - not unable, unwilling - to conduct

the Provincial Council Elections in the North? Eventually
when forced - when His Excellency the President
travelled to Japan he gave an undertaking - see the drama
that was created. For 25 long years this system was all
well and very good for you. Even the Parties that have
enjoyed ministerial portfolios in provincial governments
have started saying that this system is bad, it is wrong and
must be done away with.

Unashamedly, blatantly, public pronouncements are
being made saying TNA will win the Northern Provincial
Council Election and that is why you do not want to share
power. How do you like that? Where else in the world
will you find an argument such as that? We have no
shame. Even after the country’s image has nosedived to
this extent, we are determined to drag it further by
sentiments such as that. We do not even know that it is
wrong to say that. The whole structure was created in
order to share power between the different communities
and you are now saying. "Now, we cannot have it; now
we must scrap it because a community other than the
majority community is going to have access to that
power". Surely, that is the whole reason for creating this
structure.

When the Government reluctantly announced the
elections, we said that there was a plot that had been
hatched to scuttle this election, not to hold this election
and to use the judiciary as a last resort to stop the
election. Now, that has also started. Last week, an
application has been filed in the Court of Appeal. | do not
want to say anything further on that but an application is
now pending in the Court of Appeal seeking to stay the
elections to the Northern Provincial Council only, not to
the other two provinces.

You have your own judiciary now having illegally
removed the de jure Chief Justice from her office; by
violence you have kept her away and put in place the
Adviser to the Cabinet. With that judiciary, what is it that
you cannot do? For that, you will tell the world, “What
can we do? Our independent judiciary has thought it fit
that election must not be held”. But, the whole world
knows how independent your judiciary is. -
[Interruption.]

@0 gCwod &.09.08. atdD8 Owvmo
(omresorLL0l@ S|V TE 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn
(omessrL L@ 6T1D.67. FHLohIBTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
What is your point of Order?

@6 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn
(LomedrLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Let the Chair ask that.
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@0 8.9, 03 Bc5T Swmn
(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. Sriofbg)TedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
What is your point?

@0 gCd 5.00.08. 20l wmo

(oreor Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You have your point, | know that. You safeguard your
point. Madam, it is a very unfair statement on the Chief
Justice of this country.

@0 8.8, 0BT Swmmn

(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That is not a point of Order. | am not discussing a
judge -

@0 gGd 5.00.08. 23Dl Swmo

(LomedTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Wait, it will be decided by the Chair, not by you.

@0 ©8.8. 1®@sIBRGsT Bwmo

(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S Lo Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

No, there is no point of Order in that. Do not waste my
time. Sit down. This happens all the time.

@0 gGd 5.00.08. 23l Swmo

(LomedTL Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Madam, it is the Parliamentary Council that appointed
the Chief Justice according to the Constitution.

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn
(LomevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
| did not say anything -

@0 gCE 5.00.08. 280l wmn

(omeoryLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You being a lawyer, only want to take guineas from
others but you do not know the law at all. I have been
patiently listening to you. Your indictment on the Chief
Justice - [Interruption.] But, you cannot do that.

@0 8.8, 0BT Swmn
(LomevdTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. Sriofbg)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Madam, that is not a point of Order.

Goszncit) BTG nSa
(semevensTHRIGL 2 MILLNETT SjouiTder)
(The Presiding Member)

BEade 0053,

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn

(LomevdTLyLf)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

He does not know what a point of Order is.

@0 gCwod 5.09.08. 2tdd8 Owmn

(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You cannot do that.- [Interruption.] There is a fight
between Vigneswaran and

[Crwmed ¢ 858 9O o> & ]
[y gBlrrFars s1 1_swerLiuy yEmmLILIL (BaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

You settle that. That is your problem. We have given you
an election. So, why are you grumbling?

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6T1D.67. FiohIBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Madam, he cannot be allowed to say all that.

@67 (p08w) wds ¢ BID) @wmo

(oreryfl@ (S0THIF) apiag & Fsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

How is he - [Interruption.] That is not a point of
Order.

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2308 Pwmn

(LomesrLy 0@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You must withdraw all what you said about the Chief
Justice.

@6 8.8, @I BcsT Dwmn

(omevorLyL0l@ 6TiD.67. LB TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Madam, he cannot be allowed to say all these on
raising a point of Order.

@0 gCwod 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn

(omresorLL0l@ SIVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Madam, according to the Standing Orders, he cannot
do that. It is an indictment on the Chief Justice.

@G (08w) w&e ¢ BID Owmn
(orenrfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

& point of Order O e5%0ed&.

@6 gCod 5.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(LomedTLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

He was appointed by the Parliamentary Council of
which the Speaker was the Chairman and | was also a
Member. | am a signatory to that.

@0 ©9.8. 30 BcET Bwmn

(Lomesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FHrLobBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Why is he being given the mike? - [Interruption.]
Why is he being given the mike? That is not a point of
Order.
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@0 gCuod 5.00.08. 2Dl Swvm

(LomeTLyLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You had better withdraw that. You are a lawyer
appearing before the Supreme Court. Please!

G20t OEnBw
(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 Ml esi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

©0 ZOBIY OIFn o HSBIH.

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn
(LomevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Madam.

G206 OEnBw

(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 Il esi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

©® 20dNed 0O, y¥sIACE Eneed ywIined
B0 BewdvdEd z0mB @ Bedmdrs »® @dxf
DO Bewd®n 5.

@0 ©8.8. ©®@sIBGsT Bwmo

(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S iofhSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

8003 BewdvdEO 80w 0@ ewd Bedm D 5
O® 9D ®OBID.

@6 @53FOSew

(oreryfl@ 2 miiiferi g meut)
(An Hon. Member)

Subject ©m0 ged ®D ST,

@0 8.8, @I BC5T Swmo

(LomevdrLy 0@ 6TiD.6T. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Subject @m0 geed »OB W WOSBIe. EDOS e@dEd
gwens 83w o3, [Ad B3@] That is the subject, the 30"
Anniversary. - [Interruption.]

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTLLOl@ VAN TEY 67.6TF.6TLD. Jy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Madam Chairperson, we are debating the Sri Lanka
Electricity (Amendment) Bill today - [Interruption.]

@0 (§08) w88 ¢ BSO Owmn
(orevsryLll@ (SevTHIF) aniag g Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

This is about power. - [Interruption.]

@0 ©8.8. @I RS5T Dwmo

(omevorLyLfl@ 6Tib.6y. &rLofbglreir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, this is about power, blackouts and "Black July". -
[Interruption.] This is about blackouts of power and
Black July. Now, you sit down. - [Interruption.] All right,
sit down. - [Interruption.]

@6 GBS Cwaznwm Swmo

(ore i@ wedls Hermruiss)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

You are talking on behalf of Prabhakaran. He is no
more Now.

@0 ©8.98. @I BS5T Pwmn

(omevorLyL0l@ 6Tib.67. SFrLOBETeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Nobody talked about Prabakaran. Now, you sit down.
- [Interruption.] Madam Presiding Member, | was on the
issue of the independence of the judiciary and | am
entitled to comment on that.

a6 8 Bwaznwm Swm

(oranryllE valls Gemprwdss)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

How can you comment on that? - [Interruption.]
Hon. Member, you have already appointed a candidate
who is a retired judge for the Election.

@0 ©9.8. 30 BcET Bwmn
(Lomesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FHrLoHSBTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Do not get excited. Sit down.

@0 GBS Guwoznwm Svm

(orer i@ wedls HerHrss)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

How about his judgements? - [Interruption.]

@0 ©9.9. 303 B0ET Bwmn

(Lomesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FHrLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Madam Presiding Member, with regard to the
Election, | was saying that the Government is unable to
win the hearts and minds of the people. The military is
participating in this Election in a big way: interviewing
candidates, selecting candidates and threatening potential
candidates of the opposition political parties. We have
raised all these matters; we have documented them. We
have given instances and we have complained to the
Commissioner of Elections. Unfortunately, the office of
the Commissioner of Elections is also not independent
now. Because of your Eighteenth Amendment by which
you abolished it, the independence of all the
Commissions that were previously there is no more; now
he is only a Commissioner. At least earlier when he was
the Commissioner, he could exercise the powers of that
independent Election Commission. Now, he is an
appointee of the Executive and he carries out the wishes
of the Executive.

@0 gC®d &.00.98. 308 Owmn

(omressrLL0l@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Madam Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.
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G20 O EnBw
(BewevewGTHIGL 2 il ilesri Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

©0 3808 Ym0,

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

His appointment was also sanctioned by the
Parliamentary Council. The army has nothing to do with
it, it is the party. | was also a member of the Nomination
Board that selected the candidates. What rubbish? This
is what you told the European Union. Shame on you! -
[Interruption.] The diaspora is here right inside
Parliament. You tried to mislead even the Members of the
European Parliament when they came to Parliament. -
[Interruption.]

G20 OEnBw

(BewevewSTHRIGL 2 il esi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

©0T POTIBSH OBIEROB, DS BewdwdEO ©w0WA
©BNOB) FWICEBSY WD HOBIB). [P BIS)

@6 g8 8. eselch ®nm

(orenryflg oeds 1F. QuriyT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

@®m 90w BNWED. e e®en eFG®? D
©dsY5).

@0 (§08) w&s ¢ BSD Owmn
(orenrfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
c®mle @® moresI? [ BIS]

@0 8.8, @I BC5T Swmo

(LomevdrLyL0)@ 6TiD.6T. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Government is scared to face the Northern
Provincial Council Election. - [Interruption.] After four
years, they are still trying to buy votes by giving
appointments, jobs being given. We are not saying, do
not give jobs. Give them as much as you want. We are
only noting it that you are deliberately doing it in the run
up to the election. But, still even those who get those jobs
will not vote for you. You have tried it before.

@0 gCwod &.00.08. 23Dl Swvm
(LomeTLyL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

How do you know?

@0 ©8.8. ©®@sIBGsT Bwmo

(LomevsTL L@ 6TLD.67. S iofhSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

We know it because in 2011, you gave cash, you gave
sarees; you gave vetties. Thirteen Ministers went and
stayed in Jaffna and campaigned; the President himself
campaigned for three days. - [Interruption.] And, we
swept the polls in 2011. If the Hon. Member wants me to
record all this, 1 will say it. But, that does not mean that
what you are doing is right. You are interfering in the
democratic process.

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn
(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Not at all.

@6 ©8.8. @I BSsT Pwmn

(omevorLyL0l@ 6Tib.67. SFrLOBETeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

You are giving lands. Crown Grants have been given
in Welioya. They are not even State lands. Those are
lands which were held by private deeds by Tamil people
who were driven out of that place in 1982. Their lands
have been appropriated by the State and recently, the
Head of the Executive had gone there and dished out
Crown Grants.

Now, this is the manner in which this Government is
behaving. They are issuing -

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Oz
(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Madam, I rise to point of Order.

G0 O5IgnSw
(seweVenSTHRIGL 2 DN SyouiTd6ir)
(The Presiding Member)

308 ©IEn®o.

@0 eS8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn

(omressrLL0l@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTV6UT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

He being a lawyer of the Supreme Court does not
know the Standing Orders and what is before the House.
The Debate is on the Electricity (Amendment) Bill. He is
talking about lands; he is talking about the amudes and
other things. Therefore, he must be taught, as a lawyer,
how to abide by the Standing Orders of this House. He
still has not learnt that. He has only learnt to put guineas
inside his pocket, diasporas' guineas. That is all.

@6 8.8, 3@ BcsT Dwmn

(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6y. LB TedrT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka that is
referred to in this Amendment Bill is now known as the

[Ceromed e &858 9O @iz G€.]
[y SBrr T H1 1 swemiiitg ysMmLILIL Blsirengs)]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Utilities Commission" because this Commission made a
tariff revision. It called for public representations over
100 or 200 people’s representations and in April this
year, made a recommendation against all public opinions,
against all representations. But, on the 1st of May since
His Excellency the President went back on that and gave
what is called a promise, a "May Day promise"”, the
Public Utilities Commission or rather the

[Bromed o &8 90 oz G ]
[y sBlrrFars HiL 1_swarLiy ysEmmLLIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka" has now changed its
tune. After having not listened to the representations from
experts, from the members of the public - [Interruption.]

@0 s &.00.08. 23Dl Swvmo

(LomedTLyL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Today, we are discussing the Sri Lanka Electricity
(Amendment) Bill.

@0 ©8.8. ©®@sIBG5T Bwmo

(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S iofhSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am discussing the conduct of the Public Utilities
Commission of Sri Lanka, not the conduct of the

[Bromnod ¢t &8¢ 9o’ oz 8]
[y &Blrraens s L swerLiLy yEmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

I am saying the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka
is not doing its job listening to the public, but it is
listening to the

[Bromnod ¢t &8¢ 9o’ oz G ]
[y sBlrFens &L 1_swearLiLiy ysmmLILIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

So, | am not discussing the conduct of the

[Geresmod ges 888 9O o @8]
[y sBNrrFends s 1_swearLiLy yEmmLILIL BaTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

I am discussing the conduct of that Commission in
wrongly following the dictates of the

[Gcremod ¢es 588 9O o 8]
[y sBlrrFens s 1_swearLiy yEmMLILIL BoTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

It should not be doing that. [Interruption.] - That is why it
is now called the

[Bcromnod ¢t s8¢ 9o’ oz 8]
[y &Blrraens s L swerLiLg yEmmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka".

@0 gl 5.00.08. 23Dl Swmo

(LomedTL Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

He being a lawyer must know that he cannot make an
innuendo on the conduct of the President. That must be
expunged.

@0 ©8.8. 1®@sIBGsT Bwmo

(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S iofhSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Now, what has happened as a result is that the Public
Utilities Commission has also become like that Select
Committee -

@0 gCwod 5.09.08. atdds Owmn
(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

§oes22005:) BB B

(sewevewwgTHRIGL 2 MIlillesri Oj6uiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

®01 9558, e@mnle point of Order ©m? [@odo
BBO]

@0 gC®d &.80.98. 308 Owmn
(omressrLL0l@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTV6UT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

»3 IS8, 0® gxiesy

[Bromned o &8 90 oz G ]
[y sBlrrFars HiL 1_swarLiig ysmmLLIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

28ewd! 0®n@® defend momDo @7,

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TD.67. FiohIBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Select Committee that has been appointed is also
not a Parliamentary Select Committee but a

[Ceromed e &858 9O @iz G€.]
[y SB T Fsd H1 1 swemiiitg ysMmLILIL BlsiTengs)]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Select Committee" - [Interruption.] Therefore, Madam, |
say the same lack of confidence that the PUCSL and the -
[Interruption.]

@6 O53F0dew
(revwsryll@ 2_mitifleri sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

D8 @055, Do) @DBIB.

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm
(orevsryfl@ o8l 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
e BusIm Owo.

w5060 O5IFnSe

(sewevemwgTHRIGL 2 Miliilesri jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

0 yrw nE ©8Eed®sTn €Wds BewlodEO
0B ©® ecwr Bedmdr BO® dw VBIWID DbHedsT
QD= 0D 6Ee Bewl® DO,

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TD.67. FiohIBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I will conclude now. e06 BewdowdED s0wB BB
et oy 98 Bwesiess PUCSL o 8m68. od;
B50R8BD o1 OO0 BBO RO mywi.

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdDs Owmn
(omresorLL0l@ S|V TE 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

s, 8090, [Interruption. ] You are a lawyer.
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@0 8.9, 03 Bc5T Swmn

(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. Sriofbg)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I was only discussing the conduct of the PUCSL, not

[Gcremod ges 888 9O wom @8]
[y sBNrrFends &L 1_swearLiLy yEmmLILIL BoTeng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Hon. Azwer, you sit down. You cannot understand this.
So, you sit down.

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm
(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You cannot take us for a ride.

@0 8.8, 3@ BC5T Bwmo

(LomevdrLy 0@ 6TiD.6T. Lol TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

| was saying that even what is called the Parliamentary
Select Committee, the PSC, does not stand for
Parliamentary Select Committee, it stands for

[Bewsmed gas 868 9O moz & ]
[y &Blrraens s L swerLiLy yEmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Select Committee." Now, Madam, there is a serious lack
of confidence in these institutions of the Executive, of the
Commissioner of Elections, of the PUCSL, of the Ceylon
Electricity Board, of -

@0 gl 5.00.08. 23Dl dwmo
(LomedTL Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 ©8.8. 1®@sIBRGsT Bwmo

(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S iofhSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

What is your point of Order? All these tariff revisions
that we are discussing today have brought the confidence
of the public -

Gresrncitd OB Bw
(sewevensTHIGL ° MILLNETT SyouTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)

®0 @GS J.9D.98. 4S8 O5IEn@o.

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Owm

(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. Jy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Madam, the PSC was appointed or the names to the
PSC were duly announced by the Hon. Speaker of this
House. So, it is a Parliamentary Select Committee, not a
Presidential Committee. He does not know the difference
being a lawyer. What type of lawyer is he if he does not
know the difference between a Parliamentary Select
Committee and a Presidential Committee? This is the
Parliamentary Select Committee appointed by the Hon.
Speaker. He is almost bringing an indictment on the Hon.

Speaker also. That must be expunged. Ask him to
withdraw that. [Interruption.]

G225 OB B

(sewevewgTHRIGL 2 Mlilesri Oj6uiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

0 ymoaw ned ©8Eed®sin HHdd BewlwdEO
OB ecwnt Bedmdr 5O 86 WBTwd Dibmedsy 9O
BB Bewlo mS5> 0.

@6 ©8.98. @I BS5T Pwmn

(omevorLyL0l@ 6TiD.67. SFrLOBETeiT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

G000 BewlwdE sdwB BB ecw sywr.

All that | am saying is, the Parliamentary Select
Committee that was appointed is known as the

[Crwmed e 858 9O o> & ]
[y SBrr T H1 1 swemiiitg ysMmLILIL Blsirengs)]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Select Committee”. That is all | am saying. It cannot
denigrate that; it can only lift its image. [Interruption.]

o0 Cosld @edim vm (Ycwd®em o
BCsDHm 4O 8w Hedh) bdded Hiam

3-89 ®1)

(oresory i@ SCarely  @Gewreuiger - BIeupmISe),
QUG STEEHLOLIL| D|OLDFF (HLD ST FTHISHS Sriiilesr
PSHCHTOTFTE|LD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
Do not get his advice.

@G ©0.8. 1g®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6T1D.67. FiohIBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Hon. Chief Government Whip - [Interruption.]

Gots0Gt) O5IFnSw

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DN SjouiTd6r)

(The Presiding Member)

o0 a808 OIBER®r, @i WS O HOIBOLT
OBE B0 S OB @I,

@6 8.8, 3@ BcsT Dwmn

(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6y. LB TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Hon. Chief Government Whip, without sitting on
the front row, is sitting next to the Hon. Azwer and
winding him up. That is the cause for all this interruption.
If the Hon. Chief Government Whip sat in the front row,
none of these disturbances would occur. It is only
because he is sitting next to the Hon. Azwer and giving -
[Interruption.] Ah! There is another honourable -
[Interruption.] No, no. He is very quiet. The Hon. Chief
Government Whip must take his due place in the front
row without sitting with troublemakers at the back.
[Interruption.]
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o0 OEnBw

(BewevewGTHIGL 2 il ilesri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

©0T QOTRCE OIEHOA, IO WS BIOO »O
8908 @D DICWE Beamo.

@0 gl 5.00.08. 23Dl Swmo
(LomedTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
©®n®0 A & By s 9OI&.

w06 O5IGnSa

(pewevemgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

®01 YO BIY DI FRE0 ¢33 WD gdwsy WOTB.

@0 8.8, 303 BC5T Swmo

(LomevdrLyLf)@ 6TiD.67. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Okay. Madam Presiding Member, | was saying that
the tariff revision on electricity went through such a
process that the confidence of the public in how this
processes are done have suffered a great setback and even
the promise made on the 1% of May, has been greatly
misunderstood by the Ceylon Electricity Board. They
have not adhered to the promise that was given to the
people. In any case, whatever concession that is said to be
given for those who consume less than 60 units or less is
immaterial because if there is a refrigerator in a house, it
will definitely exceed 61 units. If you exceed 61 units,
that relief is not available. According to a survey done in
2011, 56 per cent of the households in Sri Lanka have
refrigerators.

So, Madam Presiding Member, the whole manner in
which the electricity tariff revision was approached can
be compared to what | spoke of for most part of my
speech - the Government’s attempted reconciliation. All
the wrong directions in which they have gone is
emblematic of how they have handled the electricity tariff
revision. That is why when the Sri Lanka Electricity
(Amendment) Bill is being considered today, the 23 of
July, 2013, 30 years after the Black July - 1983, | thought
it is appropriate to draw a parallel between the two and
place that before the House.

Thank you very much.

[g.00. 5.43]
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Madam Presiding Member, | am glad to speak after
the Hon. Minister, who said "w:®0 B¢Ew". We know
that you have given electricity to all but today all cannot
afford to use electricity. This is the sad state that you have
put this country into. The electricity to the plantation
workers started coming in after 1996 when the former
President created the Ministry of Livestock Development
and Estate Infrastructure and provided funds for providing
electricity to the plantations. Also, the Ministry of
Irrigation and Power then had rural electrification projects
through which plantations were also served. There was
the Ministry of Livestock Development and Estate
Infrastructure to provide for the needs of the people in the
plantations. Today, we have got rid of that Ministry and
there is no project under the Ministry of Power and
Energy to provide electricity to estates. You still talk

about "0 8¢Bew" - "Electricity for All” but extension of
electricity supply to the plantations has come to a
standstill and provision of electricity to the people in
plantations has stopped.

In 1996, the electricity penetration to the plantation
people was as low as 20 per cent but by the year 2005, it
had increased to 72 per cent. It was your Government, |
acknowledge that. During that period, vast expanses of
plantation areas were provided electricity but today, you

seem to be neglecting this group of people by keeping
them out of this electricity boom that you are trying to
create. Why is this discrimination? Is it because six of the
Parliamentarians from the plantation areas are with you
and they do not ask you to provide better services to the
people in the plantations or is it because you feel that
these people do not need or deserve any development?
You are all aware that the plantation people have
contributed to the economy of this country for over six
generations, for 180 years and still they live in line
rooms.

The Ministry of Livestock Development and Estate
Infrastructure was created for providing them a better
lifestyle, a lifestyle where they were brought out of the
line rooms and provided with proper housing. Between
1995 and 2005, 23,000 houses have been built in 10 years
at the rate of 2,300 houses per year. But, during the
period of the current President, His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa, under the “Mahinda Chintana” you have built
only 4,200 for seven years. Why is this Government so
discriminatory towards these people? Those six Members
of Parliament from the upcountry are with you. Is it
because they neglect their people; they are interested only
in the perks that they get and not speaking to you about
the needs of their people? | understand that the only
Cabinet Minister who is representing the plantation sector
rarely comes to Cabinet; he had not been sighted in the
Cabinet room for the last three months and so, maybe his
neglect is the cause for what is happening to these people.

It is unfortunate that the people’s representatives who
are in your Government, whom people believed joined
this Government to get them their needs and their
services, have neglected the people. However, all the
Parliamentarians from the plantation areas who are with
the Government, go out into the public, to the media and
say that they are hanging on to this Government to
provide services to their people. But today, we do not see
any of the services reaching our people. Is it the policy of
your Government or your President or is it the principle
of “Mahinda Chintana” to discriminate against the people
who have contributed so much to the economy of this
country?

As | said earlier, 72 per cent of our people do have
access to electricity but are they able to enjoy the benefits
of electricity? The cost of electricity for those who
consume over 61 units is so high that our people cannot
afford it. Anyone who consumes 61 units has to pay over
Rs. 1,200.

The total income of a plantation worker is in the
region of Rs.12,000. To spend 10 per cent of their income
for electricity is so difficult. They live in very difficult
circumstances because of the cold weather in the
plantation areas. They used a small immersion heater to
heat the water for bathing or for their daily ablutions. But
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today, because electricity charges have gone up, they
cannot afford to use electric heaters and they have to give
up using hot water. They have to go in search of firewood
which is not available. The boilers in the tea factories are
today converted from oil to firewood because of the cost.
So, the management does not allow the worker to pick
firewood within the estate. Therefore, they do not have
firewood. Electricity is too expensive and they find it so
difficult to use hot water, which is so essential because of
the cold weather. But, what are you doing? Are you
giving them any special treatment? Are you giving them
any subsidies? You are only increasing rates. So, although
they have an electricity supply, they are unable to utilize
electricity.

Our Member, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva once said
that they are poor in the use of power because they cannot
afford it. In all other countries, they measure economic
development and wellbeing of people based on the power
they use. Sri Lanka being the most expensive country for
use of power, people have had to give up the use of power
as time went on. People use more power when there is
development. But, in our country, though you say there is
development, the people have to reduce their
consumption of power because they cannot afford to use
electric power. It is a shame that you do not bother to look
at the needs of the plantation people from whose area
most of the power in this country is generated. They have
a right to use power. For several years, power lines had
been running over their heads but they did not have power
in their homes. But today, though they have power in
their homes, they cannot afford to use that power.

You have also put a stop to extension of any more
power lines within the plantations and these people are
now in a very sad state where they cannot have access to
power anymore because you do not have any special
schemes to provide power as the Ministry of Nation
Building and Estate Infrastructure has not been voted any
funds as there is no such Ministry.

Your Ministry has no special projects for the
plantation people. Then, you have a scheme; one of your
Members who spoke a few minutes ago talked about the
provision of electricity and the payments for service
connection to be provided through the Sumurdhi scheme
or a Samurdhi Bank. They give a loan and that money
will have to be paid back through the electricity bill over
a period of time. It is so difficult for the plantation people
to access this because they are not Samurdhi recipients.
You have shut them out from receiving Samurdhi
benefits. At the same time, they are poor; they are unable
to afford; they have to be certified as low-income families
for accessing the Samurdhi loan. But, the Ceylon
Electricity Board offices are generally shunning this
responsibility.

I had an issue in the Ragala region where seven poor
families wanted to get electricity through the Samurdhi
loan scheme. But, the CEB office initially refused. Then,
I had to speak to the DGM and get him to speak to the
regional office or the area office to give them the forms
in the first place. When they went up, the authorities said,
“You are not Samurdhi recipients”. Then, | had to speak
again to the then Secretary and get the Electricity Board
to instruct the Samurdhi Bank to give them a loan form.

After they got the loan form, again hurdles were put
in their way. So, why is this discrimination against the
people in the plantation sector?

Last week, | went to Deltota where some poor
families live. They have saved money; they have wired
their homes but they are unable to get electricity
connection on the concessionary scheme that is available
to the adjoining village but not available to their estate.
When | spoke to the Area Engineer and the Commercial
Manager in that area office, they were not aware of this
scheme. Why has it not been extended to the plantation
people? Why this discrimination? | call upon the Hon.
Minister to request the CEB to give proper instructions so
that even the plantation people could access the Samurdhi
loan scheme to get their electricity connection.

We speak so much about power and providing the
people with power to use in other activities. The people
in the plantation sector are poor because the salary they
are paid for their employment in plantations is very low.
The World Bank has done a study and said that only
those who are involved in some sort of self-employment
in addition to working in the plantations are above the
poverty line. But to do that, they need electric power, so
that they can engage in some sort of small industry or
domestic manufacturing exercise like making some
clothing in their homes. But, for all this, they need power,
which is not available to them.

The education of the children in the plantation sector,
who have no access to electricity, is also being affected.
They, being a group of people who need some sort of
affirmative action, are left without any assistance. The
assistance could have come if there was a Ministry of
Estate Infrastructure which the President thought was not
necessary or thought that these people do not deserve and
abolished that Ministry. The progressive policies of your
own previous government under the then President,
(Mrs.) Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga have been
reversed by the present President. However, the
Representatives of our people still hang on to your
Government, which is a shame.

Thank you.
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It being 6.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 24th July, 2013.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA left
the Chair, and THE HON. UDITH LOKUBANDARA took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.18 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
24th July, 2013.
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